Group Leader’s Pre-Walk Checklist:

1). General Welcome


-Any First Time MHMA Walkers?


-Anybody Who Never Found One Of The Target Mushrooms Before?


-Everybody Sign In?


-If you haven't paid or turned in your waiver you must do so now!


-Introduce Club Officers and Any Distinguished Guests

2). A Couple Of General Club Rules


-No Picking At Any Announced Site Within 2 Weeks Prior To Posted Event


-No Tresspassing Or Harvesting In Prohibited Areas


-Group Walks Are Intended To Be Primarily Educational... Meaning Teaching & Learning Are More Important Than Racing Ahead


-We Ask That Those Who Have Heavier Baskets At The End Of The Day Share With Those Whose Basket Is Lighter


-We Ask That When You Come Upon A Nice Patch You Call Attention To Others (Especially Less Experienced Members) So They
 May Have The Opportunity To Look & Learn and Take Pictures BEFORE you Cut Any Mushrooms.

3). Basic General Mushroom Info & Safety For Beginners


-How Many Are Here To Pick For The Pot?


-Only YOU Can Decide Which Mushrooms YOU Will Eat And You Must Use Common Sense Before Doing So


-It Is A Smart Policy To ALWAYS Ask Someone You Trust With Your Life… For A Id Confirmation…


-If You Are Not ABSOLUTELY SURE Leave It... "When In Doubt, Throw It Out!"


-Important to fully cook all wild mushrooms


-Eat A Spoonful The First Time & Ramp Up From There To Test your Bodies Reaction To Different Species, Limit Child Portions


-Save An uncooked Mushroom In Fridge For 48 Hours To Help Toxicologist


-Think About Weed Killers, Dog Pee And Other Toxic Chemicals When Deciding Whether Or Not To Cut


-Best To CUT Mushrooms, NOT RIP OUT / TEAR OFF


-Basket W/Partitions Or Net Bag To Spread Spores


-Bugs & Cleaning Mushrooms


-Generally accepted best field guide - Lincoff's Audubon Guide

4). Participant Safety Precautions


-Does Anybody Have Any Medical Or Physical Conditions We Should Know About?  Blood Sugar concerns… bring a snack?


-Does Everybody Have Their Cell Phone?  Trade Numbers.


-The Safety Of All Children Is The Responsibility Of The Parent Or Guardian


-It Is The Responsibility Of Each Participant To Stay Within Eyesight Of The Leader To Avoid Getting Lost


-Discuss Ticks & Tick Proofing

5). Event Itinerary


-Does Anybody Have A Specific Departure Requirement?


-Explain General Lay of the Land… Any Known Hazards?


-General Plan Of Attack


-Return Time


-Specimen Showcase Table?

6). Target Mushrooms Or Other Plants Discussion


-Target Mushrooms / Plants Likely To See


-General Methods To Find Target Mushrooms


-Specific Information About 

7). Any Questions and does anybody have a specific request for the group to help fulfill

8). Important Club Announcements


-Need People To Commit To Picking a Walk And Leading It


-Keiko Needs Ideas And Column Inches For Newsletter


-Always Invite New Members.  New Members Might Produce The Next Great Walk


-Any Special Presentations Or Announcements?

